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UNDER EMBARGO 

UNTIL 25 AUGUST 2022,  

9.30PM (SGT) 

 

8 First-time Winners at Singapore Literature Prize 

2022 

   Suratman Markasan and Wang Gungwu Oldest Winners in 

Award’s 30-year history         

 

 

SINGAPORE, 25 August 2022—After two years of restrictions and social distancing, the 

Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) awards ceremony made its return in-person for the first 

time since 2018 at Victoria Theatre. Suratman Markasan and Wang Gungwu have 

made history as the oldest winners of SLP, while eight of the 12 recipients are first-time 

winners with a mix of seasoned and emerging writers. Tamil writer ரமா சுரரஷ் (Rama 

Suresh) clinched two awards, in both the Tamil Fiction and Readers’ Favourite Tamil 

category. 

 

The first-time winners include அழகுநிலா (Azhagunila),  இன்பா (Inbha), Jee Leong 

Koh, ரமா சுரரஷ் (Rama Suresh), Suratman Markasan, Wang Gungwu, Yeow Kai 
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Chai and 语凡  (Yu Fan). Literary pioneer Edwin Thumboo also received the SBC 

Achievement Award from the GOH Edwin Tong, Minister for Culture, Community, and 

Youth.  

 

All the winners of SLP’s English categories are clinching the literary award for the first 

time. Joining the nonagenarian Wang, who celebrates his 92nd birthday in October, is 

Yeow Kai Chai, the former director of the Singapore Writers Festival director. 

Completing the winners’ list is Jee Leong Koh, who won for his debut novel Snow at 5 

PM: Translations of an Insignificant Japanese Poet. Jee Leong was also shortlisted in 

the Poetry category.  

 

Each winner in the 12 categories receives a cash prize of S$3,000. They also get a 

special hand-crafted trophy and a 12-month gift code to audiobook platform StoryTel. 

 

Four writers beat out their competition to lay claim to the popular Readers’ Favourite 

award. More than 4,000 voters voted, almost doubling the number of votes cast in 

2020. The writers of the four winning books – Ali bin Salim, Daryl Qilin Yam, 潘正镭 (Pan 

Cheng Lui) and ரமா சுரரஷ் (Rama Suresh)—each receives a cash prize of S$1,000, 

with their voters standing the chance to win book vouchers worth $50.  

 

Please refer to Annex A for the full list of winners and their works. 

 

For those who have missed the ceremony, they can still watch it on SBC’s website, 

YouTube and Facebook from Monday 29 August onwards. Furthermore, readers will 

be able to meet the winners and shortlisted authors in upcoming meet-the-author 

outreach events.  

 

For more information, please visit https://bookcouncil.sg/awards/singapore-literature-

prize. More information about the programmes featuring SLP’s writers will be added to 

the website in the coming days. 
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For media related enquiries, please contact:  

Ethan Leong | ethan@bookcouncil.sg |90213611 

 

### 
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Annex A: About Singapore Book Council 

The Singapore Book Council (SBC) is an independent charity with IPC status. 

Established in 1968 to support Singapore authors and literature, SBC aims to Build Our 

Imagine-nation by developing creativity, imagination, original thought and empathy. 

Our programmes focus on creative writing, reading, illustration, translation and 

storytelling. We are committed to developing a multicultural, diverse literary arts sector 

through our festivals, training workshops and courses, as well as book awards to 

recognise excellence. 

Vision: International recognition for quality, diverse Singapore literature. 

Mission: To develop, support and advocate a multicultural literary arts sector. 

SBC is currently chaired by Ms Claire Chiang, co-founder of Banyan Tree Hotels and 

Resorts. 

The Book Council develops and advocates Singapore’s books and literary arts scene 

by organising a variety of festivals, including the annual Asian Festival of Children’s 

Content (AFCC); giving out prestigious awards such as the biennial national award 

Singapore Literature Prize and building professional capacity through our Academy 

programmes. 

Because it all starts with a story. 

SBC is supported by the National Arts Council of Singapore under the Major Company 

Scheme for the period from 2022 to 2024. For more information, please visit 

www.bookcouncil.sg. 
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Annex B: About the Singapore Literature Prize 

Established in 1992, the Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) is Singapore’s top literary prize, 

with more than 80 past winners. The prize is a biennial competition open to Singapore 

citizens and Permanent Residents whose works of fiction, poetry, and creative 

nonfiction have been published in Singapore or abroad during a specified period of 

time. The work can be published in any of Singapore’s four official languages — 

Chinese, English, Malay, or Tamil. 

 

The award carries a top prize of S$3,000 for the winner in each of the categories. In 

addition, the winners will be awarded a special plaque. 

 

SLP has been awarded biennially and awarded to published works in Singapore’s four 

languages since 2004. The award was expanded in 2014 to include categories for the 

genres of creative nonfiction category and poetry. 

 

Many notable Singaporean writers have won the SLP, including Mohamed Latiff 

Mohamed, Yeng Pway Ngon, KTM Iqbal, Cyril Wong, Josephine Chia, Amanda Lee 

Koe and Sonny Liew. 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.bookcouncil.sg/awards/slp/singapore-

literature-prize-2022 
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