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Established in 1968, the Singapore Book Council 
(SBC) has for over 50 years remained committed 
to developing and promoting a multicultural 
literary arts sector in Singapore. Our programmes 
focus on creative writing, translation, storytelling, 
reading and illustration. Our festivals, awards, 
workshops and school programmes have 
reached out to the various language and ethnic 
communities, boosting creativity, imagination, 
and empathy. SBC is a nonprofit and charity with 
IPC status.

VISION: The power of words, connecting 
peoples and cultures.

MISSION: To champion Singapore’s role in 
enhancing multicultural literary arts.

Our programmes run year-round, reaching out to 
many audiences. They include the annual Asian 
Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC), a premier 
festival for children’s books; the prestigious 
biennial Singapore Literature Prize, the top literary 
prize in the country; the Singapore Translation 
Symposium, which promotes literary translation; 
SBC Campus and Little Campus, our school 
outreach programmes; as well as our training and 
mentorship programmes that support and nurture 
new talents.

SBC is currently chaired by Ms Claire Chiang, Co-
founder and Senior Vice-President, Banyan Tree 
Holdings. Ms Claire would be stepping down in 
2025, to be succeeded by Dr Tan Chee Lay.

We are a recipient of the National Arts Council of 
Singapore’s Major Company Grant for the period 
from 2025 to 2027.

For more information about SBC and our 
programmes, please visit www.bookcouncil.sg.

About Us
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Organisational  Chart 

SBC is committed to strengthening the capabilities of its team. During the year, staff members attended 
courses on Volunteers Management for Charities, Donor Stewardship, Non-Profit Annual Reports and Financial 
Statements to enhance their skills and knowledge. In addition, SBC engaged two notable consultants in the 
charity sector, Dr Isabel Sim and Usha Menon for a consultancy project which would run from April to November 
2025. The project would focus on financial sustainability, fundraising strategies, board development, and the 
development of an ESG Policy.

Staff Training and Development

Overview of Singapore 
Book Council
Singapore Book Council Limited (SBC) 
was registered as a company limited by 
guarantee on 19 February 2018.

SBC is an exempt charity.

SBC was registered as a charity under the 
Charities Act (Chapter 37) since 19 February 
2018.

SBC has been accorded with IPC (Institution 
of a Public Character) status from 20 
December 2023 to 19 December 2025. The 
current renewal for IPC is being submitted.

SBC has the Constitution as its governing 
instrument.

Unique Registration Number (UEN): 

Registered Address: 

Auditor: 

Bankers: 

201805935W

90 Goodman Road, Goodman Arts Centre, 
Blk E #03-32 Singapore 439053

MJMA PAC 
3791 Jalan Bukit Merah 
#10-01 E-Centre @ Redhill
Singapore 159471

DBS Bank Limited 
Maybank Limited 
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Executive Director
(William Phuan)

Senior Manager, 
Programmes and Partnerships

（Elfarina Roszaini）

Senior Manager, 
Programmes

（Caroline Wan）

Manager, Programmes
（Fransiska Chandra）

Senior Manager, 
Marketing

（Ng Wei Lin）

Manager, Admin and HR
（Sharon Lim）

(*Vasantha Devi retired on 30 June 2025)

Interns & Project Staff

 Board of Directors



Chairperson and 
Executive Director’s 
Message

Chairperson Claire Chiang hands 
over the Chairship to Dr Tan Chee 
Lay. On the right is SBC Executive 
Director William Phuan
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Underpinned by our refreshed vision and 
mission, the Singapore Book Council (SBC) 
continues our effort to champion Singapore’s 
role in enhancing multicultural literary arts 
through three strategic thrusts: Supporting 
multilingual writers, strengthening translation, 
and boosting the visibility of Sing Lit.

In FY24/25, we celebrated excellence and 
elevated recognition for Sing Lit through three 
signature awards: The Hedwig Anuar Children’s 
Book Award, Golden Point Award and 
Singapore Literature Prize. We also continued 
nurturing writers and new voices, as well as 
strengthening the wider literary ecosystem 
through the Asian Festival of Children’s Content 
(AFCC), Young Writers’ Lab, SBC Academy 
workshops and mentorship programmes.

Translation remains a cornerstone of our 
work. For instance, we piloted the Translation 
Hackathon at AFCC and introduced a new 
Translation category in the 2024 Singapore 
Literature Prize. Furthermore, we created 
meaningful spaces for dialogue and 
appreciation for literary translation through our 
programmes such as the Singapore Translation 
Symposium, translation salons, and interactive 
public installations,

Looking beyond Singapore, we also deepened 
regional ties through the AFCC Circle, bringing 
Singaporean authors overseas to conduct 
workshops for educators in Sarawak. SBC 
also represented Singapore at the Busan 
International Children’s Book Fair (BICBF), 
building strategic connections with South 
Korean literary partners in preparation for 
AFCC 2025. These collaborations reflect our 
growing role as a bridge between Singapore 
and the region.

Importantly, SBC will also observe a leadership 
transition, welcoming Dr Tan Chee Lay as our 
new Chairperson in 2025. With Chee Lay’s 
longstanding involvement in the literary arts as 
a celebrated poet, academic and advocate, 
we are confident that SBC will realise its vision 
of connecting peoples and cultures through 
the power of words.

As we embark on a new chapter, we remain 
committed to strengthening the literary 
ecosystem and championing Singapore 
literature both at home and abroad. We 
invite you to join us in building a future where 
the power of words continues to inspire and 
transform.



Leadership and Governance
SBC is governed by a Board of Directors and is headed by Executive Director, William Phuan, 
employed since March 2018. The board is in the process of refreshing the subcommittees to 
enhance the board’s oversight and effectiveness.
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Disclosure of Remuneration of Highest Paid Staff

Fund-Raising Efficiency Ratio

Conflict of Interest Policy

Disclosure of annual remuneration of highest paid staff who receives 
more than $100,000:

None of the staff serve in the Board of the charity.

The charity has no paid staff, who are close members of the family of the Executive Director or 
Board members, who has received remuneration of more than $50,000 during the financial year.

No staff is involved in setting his or her own remuneration.

All charities and IPCs are expected to keep their fund-raising efficiency ratio below 30%. This 
is commonly known as the 30/70 rule. The fund-raising efficiency ratio is the total fund-raising 
expenses to the total gross receipts from fund-raising and sponsorships for that financial year. 
The expenses incurred include manpower and administrative fees related to donations, 
postage and platform fees. SBC has achieved a ratio of 4.91% for FY2024/25.

All Board members and staff are required to comply with the charity’s conflict of interest policy.

The Board has put in place documented procedures for Board members and staff to declare 
actual or potential conflicts of interests on a regular and need-to basis.

Board members also abstain and do not participate in decision-making on matters where they 
have a conflict of interest.

Remuneration band

Between $100,000 to $200,000 1

Number of Staff
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The Board’s role is to provide strategic direction and oversight of SBC’s programmes and objectives 
and to steer the charity towards fulfilling its vision and mission through good governance. As part of 
its role, the following matters require Board’s approval:

• Approve budget for the financial year and monitor expenditure against budget;
• Review and approve quarterly financial statements;
• Regularly monitor the progress of the charity’s programmes.

No Board members are remunerated for their Board services in the financial year.

A total of four Board meetings and one AGM were held during the financial year.

Role of the Governing Board 



Reserve Position and Policy

Whistle-blowing Policy

Risk Management Policy

While our reserve fund has seen a significant decrease to $843,767 this year, this was a planned 
use of our financial resources to address community needs and invest in the future sustainability 
of our programmes. We are now focused on rebuilding our reserves through prudent financial 
management and a robust fundraising strategy for the upcoming year. This approach ensures 
we can continue to serve our community while working towards long-term financial stability and 
ensuring we can continue to champion Singapore’s literary arts for years to come.

Our charity has in place a whistle-blowing policy to address concerns about possible wrong-
doing or improprieties in financial or other matters within the charity.

The channel for reporting is via whistleblow@bookcouncil.sg

Following up from the risk management exercise led by Dr Isabel Sim in the last financial year, 
SBC has continued to strengthen its governance and risk management practices. In the current 
financial year, SBC is in the process of developing an ESG Policy in line with the revised Code of 
Governance, ensuring compliance and promoting sustainable practices across the organisation.

To further enhance oversight, SBC will be setting up an Audit and Risk committee and appointing 
a staff member to be the dedicated Risk Management Officer.

Reserve comprises both restricted and unrestricted fund. Unrestricted fund is set aside for 
emergencies, income disruption, or significant unforeseen expenses. It reassures stakeholders 
that SBC has prudent strategy for maintaining long-term sustainability. The goal is to progressively 
increase the unrestrcited reserve to cover 12 months of operating costs. In the longer term, we 
hope to increase our unrestricted reserve to 24 months. 

SBC’s reserve position for financial year ended 31 March 2025 is as follow:
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Governance Evaluation Checklist
The Governance Evaluation Checklist (GEC) covers the key guidelines in the Code of Governance 
for Charities and IPCs (“the Code”). Below is SBC’s compliance with GEC (Tier 2) for FY24/25:
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Highlights of
the Year
2024 was a year of recognising literary 
excellence, deepening awareness of 
translation, and building community. We 
celebrated 19 award winners with the 
Hedwig Anuar Book Award (HABA) and 
Singapore Literature Prize (SLP). President 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam joined us 
at SLP to confer the SBC achievement 
award on literary pioneer Suratman 
Markasan. The 15th Asian Festival of 
Children’s Content (AFCC) spotlighted 
the Philippines as the country of focus 

Embracing “Mata Hati” at SLP

Celebrating “Curiosity” with AFCC

We added new categories of Best Debut, 
Comics / Graphic Novel and Translation. 
This reflects SBC’s ongoing commitment 
to build recognition for literary excellence 
across all genres. Celebrating the theme 
“Mata Hati” (Eye of the Heart), the SLP 2024 
ceremony was held at Victoria Theatre with 
an energetic music and song tribute. 

The 15th AFCC celebrated the theme of “Curiosity”. 
It welcomed almost 9,000 attendees to over 100 
programmes, all of which explored the use of 
curiosity as a driving force for imagination, cultural 
diversity and a love of reading. 
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Launching the third edition of the Co-Translation Book project

as we celebrate 55 years of literary ties 
between the two countries.

We continued building the translation 
community through the 4th Singapore 
Translation Symposium, honouring 
pioneer Yang Quee Yee through the 
launch of Tapping Words, Bridging 
Cultures. 

We also piloted a creative fundraising 
campaign #LookingLit, bringing fashion, 
literature, and sustainability together 
through a marketplace and swap party.
Through these initiatives, we reaffirmed 
our mission to strengthen the multilingual 
literary landscape and connect 
communities through the power of words.

Guest of Honour President Tharman Shanmugaratnam with 
SLP winners



Singapore Translation Symposium #LookingLit

The 4th edition of the Singapore Translation 
Symposium took place on 28 September 2024 
at the Arts House, which explored key topics 
in literary translation such as faithfulness to the 
source text, as well as the process of translating 
plays. 

For this creative fundraising campaign, we 
teamed up with Swapaholic, a B-corp social 
enterprise addressing fashion waste. We 
kicked off with a swap party, which featured 
a fireside chat Style and Story: The Power of 
Self Expression with past SLP winners. Across 
a 3-month period, we collected preloved 
garments to be sold at a marketplace, with 
all proceeds going to SBC. 
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Grandma’s Tiger and Amazing Ash and Superhero Ah 
Ma 2 wins the Hedwig Anuar Children’s Book Award 
(HABA)

Amanda Ruiqing Flynn, Shelly Bryant, and Hemang Yadav 
speaking about how emerging translators can build their 
careers

Prasanthi Ram, Marylyn Tan and Josephine Chia have a 
fireside chat on the intersections between writing and 
fashion

The Noble Colon, who does live typewritten poetry - one 
of the six indie brands and creatives who popped up with 
us at the marketplace



237,821

16,214

Total Unique Digital Reach

No. of audiences

224
No. of programmes and activities:

95.9% 

Satisfaction

of attendees who are satisfied/very 

satisfied with the content of our 

programmes and activities

writers, translators, storytellers, illustrators, 
publishers and partners

415
Collaborated with over 

34
Supported

emerging writers and translators

102 volunteers helped out at our signature events 
Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC), 
Singapore Literature Prize, Singapore Translation

 

Symposium and SBC Academy workshops. We
 

hosted 12 programmes and marketing interns.

114
Volunteers and Interns

The awards include CLASS Copyright School
 

Challenge, Hedwig Anuar Children’s Book
 

Award (HABA), Scholastic Picture Book Awards
(SPBA), Singapore Literature Prize and SBC

 

Achievement Award.

30
Awards

In 2024/25, we achieved:
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Summary of Financial Performance  
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$1,679,506
Total Expenditure

Programmes

*include speakers’ fees, production costs, 
other expenses related to projects. 
Refer to page 20 of 24 of Audited Financial 
Statements for more information.

Admin

*include rental, governance 
expenses and organisation

development. Refer to page 
19 of 24 of Audited Financial 

Statements for more information.

$937,585$126,998

Manpower

*Refer to page 21 of 24 of Audited Financial Statements 
for more information.

$614,923

Donations

Grants

Programme 
Activities

Other Income

$972,343

$209,138

$269,319

$12,393

$1,463,193
Total Income 

O
ther d

ep
ts

*Refer to page 7 of 24 of Audited 
Financial Statements for more information.

**The advanced grants from the two 
commissioned projects, China-Singapore 
Classics Translation & Publication Project 
and Golden Point Award, are recognised 
as deferred income in the Statement of 
Accounts. Please refer to page 19 of 24 of
Audited Financial Statements for more 
information.



Thrust 1 

Develop and support 
writers in creating 
multilingual works

The programmes under this thrust include:

1.Asian Festival of Children’s Content

2.Golden Point Award 2023

3.SBC Academy

4.SBC Mentorship for Emerging Writers

This thrust focuses on improving the 
writing skills and craft of writers in the four 
languages, developing children’s book 
writers in the mother tongue languages, 
nurturing young writers and mentoring 
emerging writers.



Country of Focus (COF) Night - GOH Mr Eric Chua with 
Philippine delegates at the COF booth

Young attendees at our exhibition “The Whole World on 
One Page- International and Asian Wimmelbooks”Copyright School Challenge: Creative Writing & Video 

Competition Award Presentation

01.
Asian Festival of Children’s 
Content 2024

The 15th edition of the Asian Festival of 
Children’s Content (AFCC) took place from 
23–26 May 2024 at the National Library 
Building, marking a full return to in-person 
programming. With the theme “Curiosity,” 
AFCC featured 114 programmes and drew 
close to 9,000 attendees. The popular AFCC 
Book Fair attracted over 4,400 visitors, while the 
festival expanded its reach through free public 
programmes and new exhibitions.

Highlights include ecology-themed storytelling 
sessions, The Whole World on One Page—a 
wimmelbook exhibition featuring Asian titles 
curated with the International Youth Library—a 
book diorama display by LASALLE students, 
and an interactive storytelling showcase 
encouraging children to create their own 
narratives. The Book Illustrators Gallery (BIG) 
remained a central feature, receiving over 

AFCC also celebrated literary excellence in the 
region. The 2024 Hedwig Anuar Children’s Book 
Award (HABA) was awarded to Grandma’s 
Tiger by Alan John and Quek Hong Shin, and 
Amazing Ash and Superhero Ah Ma 2 by 
Melanie Lee and Arif Rafhan. The Scholastic 
Picture Book Award (SPBA) was presented to 
Vietnamese writer Le Phuong Thao. In addition, 
SBC continued its collaboration with CLASS 
for the Copyright School Challenge, which 
engaged students through writing workshops 
and competitions. Winners were announced 
at an AFCC award ceremony attended by 
over 90 participants.

AFCC was an eye-opening 
experience... I am heartened 
by the community that is 
championing the work and 
importance of picture books 
in our countries.
- Librarian, Participant of AFCC 2024

130 submissions from nearly 20 countries. This 
year, BIG was also introduced to university 
audiences through a pre-festival showcase at 
SMU’s Li Ka Shing Library.

This year’s Country of Focus (COF) was the 
Philippines, in celebration of 55 years of 
diplomatic ties with Singapore. Led by the 
Philippines’ National Book Development Board, 
over 40 delegates shared insights into Filipino 
literature and publishing. The COF Philippines 
Night, graced by Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary Eric Chua, included the launch of 
two co-translated books and a ceremonial 
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The AFCC Translation Forum continues to 
explore the potential of translation as a bridge 
between cultures. In 2024, the Forum featured 
international voices such as Chun-Liang Yeh, 
a Chinese–French publisher, and Lawrence 
Schimel, an award-winning Spanish–English 
translator. Both speakers shared valuable insights 
on diversifying translated works and promoting 
inclusive storytelling through translation.

This year also saw the introduction of AFCC’s first-
ever Translation Hackathon, where participants 
worked collaboratively in small groups to tackle 
real-world translation challenges offering a 
hands-on, engaging experience for emerging 
translators.

AFCC Translation Forum

AFCC Circle is an initiative that strengthens the 
festival’s mission to spotlight Southeast Asian 
and Asian children’s content, while deepening 
relationships with past Country of Focus (COF) 
partners. It serves as a platform for cross-cultural 
exchange and cross-border collaboration 
between literary organisations and regional 
partners.

In January 2025, SBC organised two educator 
workshops in Kuching, Sarawak, for SeDidik Sdn 
Bhd, the state’s largest preschool operator. 

AFCC Circle

Maria Mahat conducts a workshop for 
teachers on children’s literacy
and making picture books

SCAN QR code for AFCC 
2024 highlight reel

Over 20 selected educators participated in the 
two-day programme focused on storytelling 
and picture book creation. The sessions were 
facilitated by author-publisher Maria Mahat 
and author-educator Esther Eio, and included 
intensive, interactive activities designed to build 
skills in early literacy, writing, and storytelling.

The workshops were very well-received, with 
educators expressing high levels of satisfaction 
and enthusiasm for the practical, hands-on 
approach.

AFCC’s very first Translation Hackathon
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First established by NAC in 1993, the Golden 
Point Award (GPA) is Singapore’s leading 
creative writing competition for Short Story 
and Poetry in all four national languages. Co-
presented with Arts House Limited (AHL), the 
2023 edition introduced a new translation 
category, expanding the platform for 
multilingual storytelling.

The award concluded in December 2023 with 
the announcement of winners and an awards 
ceremony, followed by a well-received 
mentorship programme. Participants shared 
how the experience sharpened their craft 
and broadened their perspectives. Chan 
Keen Mun, second prize winner in the Chinese 
Short Story category, credited his mentor for 

02.
Golden Point Award (GPA) 
2023

Winners of GPA 2023

deepening his understanding of writing and 
publishing, inspiring him to pursue writing as a 
lifelong passion.

To further support emerging writers, SBC also 
hosted interactive sessions led by experienced 
publishers across all four language streams. 
These public talks addressed practical topics 
such as pitching, publishing, translation, 
and writers’ rights, equipping participants 
with valuable tools to navigate the literary 
landscape.
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04.
SBC Mentorship for Emerging 
Writers 

In FY2024, SBC Academy delivered fifteen 
targeted programmes including craft-based 
workshops, industry talks, and sessions tailored 
to specific writing and publishing needs.

Workshops and talks were well-received, with in-
person sessions creating meaningful, interactive 
spaces for discussion, while online sessions 
attracted broader participation including 
international perspectives, such as a speaker 
from India on the Tamil publishing landscape.

Throughout the year, SBC Academy continued 
to explore themes in writing, translation, 
illustration, and editing. We also curated 
sessions around essential industry topics—such 
as contracts, licensing, and rights—responding 
to growing interest from writers seeking deeper 
understanding of the business side of publishing. 
We hosted in-depth discussions with writers 
such as Jemimah Wei and Wen-yi Lee, and 
introduced a niche session on transnational 
writing featuring Xu Xi, 2022 Singapore Literature 
Prize (SLP) judge. Her session provided personal 
insights into navigating writing across cultures 
and borders, and attracted wide interest.

These industry-facing talks proved popular, 
drawing a diverse audience thanks to their 
accessible price points and relevant content. 
They also served as meaningful platforms for 
writers and industry stakeholders to connect and 

03.
SBC Academy 

A wonderful sharing that not only provides 
resources to poets considering publishing 
overseas but also contemporary advice 
from experts on how to go about doing 
so. I also gained a lot of new insights 
on how writers from other countries and 
regions have published across the border 
and it was an overall encouraging and 
educational session.

- Participant of “The Poet’s Path to 
International Publishing“talk

Introduction to Storytelling with Sheila Wee

Fireside Chat with Wen-yi Lee and Jemimah Wei on writing for 
international audiences
  
 
better understand each other’s perspectives.
Looking ahead, SBC Academy will continue 
to offer craft-focused workshops in writing, 
translation, illustration, and editing, while 
also expanding into practical areas such 
as contracts, rights, and licensing – topics 
in growing demand. The Academy remains 
committed to building a more connected 
literary community and supporting knowledge-
sharing across the ecosystem.

Please see page 23 (the same page as the 
write-up for SBC Mentorships for Emerging 
Translators under Thrust 2).
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Thrust 2

Strengthen 
Translation

The programmes under this thrust include:

1.AFCC Translation Forum

2.SBC Mentorships for Emerging Writers 
and Translators

3.Singapore Apprenticeship for Literary 
Translation (SALT)

4.Singapore Translation Symposium

5.Translation Salons

6.Public Programmes

7.VERSE 2025

This thrust focuses on developing a 
community of literary translators, 
recognising the valuable work of 
translators and increasing public 
awareness of translation.



01.
AFCC Translation Forum

02.
SBC Mentorships for Emerging 
Writers and Translators

Please see page 19 (write-up at Thrust 1).

Now in its second edition, the SBC Mentorships 
continue to support emerging writers and 
translators through personalised, one-on-one 
guidance. The 2024 cycle nurtured 15 talents 
across poetry, prose, and translation, helping 
them develop their voice and deepen their craft. 
The programme culminated in a public reading 
at the Singapore Writers Festival, where mentees 
presented their works and reflected on their 
growth with a wider audience. 

Across the board, the mentees appreciated the 
rare opportunity to receive personalised guidance 
from experienced writers and translators, and 
expressed their gratitude for their mentors’ 
practical advice and steady encouragement 
to continue honing their craft beyond the 
programme by their mentors.

Having someone to look 
at your body of work and 
comment on what kind 
of potential or direction 
your stories could take, 
or what kind of voice you 
would like to modulate for 
yourself, is a real privilege

—Sofia Mariah Ma, 
English Fiction Mentee

Mentees Reading at 
Singapore Writers Festival
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03.
Singapore Apprenticeship
for Literary Translation (SALT)

04.
Singapore Translation 
Symposium 2024

Jointly organised by SBC and Tender Leaves 
Translation, the Singapore Apprenticeship 
for Literary Translation (SALT) is a six-month 
capability development programme aimed 
at training literary translators for the publishing 
industry. 

The 2024 edition saw an encouraging 
expansion in language pairs, with apprentices 
working not only from Chinese to English 
but also from Tamil to English. This year’s 
cohort included Saleem Hadi, a theatre and 

Now in its fourth edition, the Singapore 
Translation Symposium continues to be a 
key platform for literary translation discourse, 
capability development, and community 
engagement. Since its launch in 2021, the 
Symposium has evolved to address both 
the craft of translation and broader industry 
trends, including emerging technologies 
and the changing multilingual publishing 
landscape. 

The 2024 edition featured three panel sessions 
on fidelity in translation, stage translation, 
and the journeys of emerging translators. A 
special tribute and book launch was held 
for the late Dr Yang Quee Yee’s memoir, 
Tapping Worlds, Bridging Cultures, honouring 
the contributions of both Dr Yang and his 
wife Mdm Chan Maw Woh – recipients of the 
inaugural SBC Achievement Award for their 
work in translation and Malay–Chinese cross-
cultural exchange.

The Symposium also included a pre-event 
online dialogue with judges of the Singapore 

film practitioner, and Euginia Tan, a multi-
disciplinary writer – both of whom brought 
rich, interdisciplinary perspectives to their 
translation work, reflecting the programme’s 
growing diversity and reach. 

Euginia is working on translating the poetry of 
Dan Ying, while Saleem is translating a series 
of Tamil short stories by local Tamil writers; 
both projects demonstrate SALT’s continued 
commitment to developing translation talent 
across Singapore’s multilingual landscape.

Literature Prize 2024 (Translation category), 
discussing the role of literary awards in promoting 
translation.

Looking ahead, SBC aims to expand the 
Symposium with masterclasses, public 
engagement, and international collaborations, 
strengthening its role in shaping an inclusive 
and dynamic translation ecosystem.

Book launch of Tapping Worlds, Bridging Cultures 
with translation pioneer Chan Maw Woh
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06.
Translation Public 
Programmes

In 2024, SBC refreshed its public outreach 
by spotlighting the lived experiences and 
practices of translators, offering accessible 
ways for audiences to understand the role 
of translation in both everyday life and the 
literary arts.

Highlights included a talk by Dr Vimlesh Kanti 
Verma, a Hindi linguist who shared his cross-
cultural journey between Hindi and Bulgarian, 
including the creation of the pioneering 
Bulgarian–Hindi Dictionary (1978). Another 
standout was the book launch of The Joy 

05.
Translation Salons
Held bi-monthly and co-hosted with Tender Leaves Translation, the Translation Salons 
continue to provide a regular space for literary translators to connect, exchange 
ideas, and sharpen their craft. SBC is working to grow this community by actively 
involving mentees from its translation programmes, nurturing a core circle of engaged, 
supportive translators committed to advancing the field. 

of a Left Hand, featuring author Liang Wern 
Fook and translator Christina Ng, moderated 
by Dr Tan Chee Lay. The session drew 141 
attendees and offered an engaging look 
into the creative process of writing and 
translating.

Building on this momentum, SBC will continue 
to explore how translation intersects with 
pop culture and daily life, deepening public 
appreciation for its cultural and artistic value.

Christina Ng and Liang Wern 
Fook in spirited conversation 
with Tan Chee Lay
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07.
VERSE 2025

As part of Arts House Limited’s year-long 
VERSE 2025 programme, SBC presented 
two translation-focused installations—“Our 
Expressions” and “Translation in Motion”—in 
conjunction with Light to Night Singapore. 
These interactive exhibits aimed to make the 
literary arts more accessible and engaging to 
the public.

“Our Expressions” invited visitors to explore 
idioms across languages, contributing their 
own to a growing word cloud that celebrated 
Singapore’s multilingual culture. “Translation in 
Motion” offered a behind-the-scenes look at 
the translation process, displaying annotated 
drafts to show how meaning evolves through 
revision.

Attendees exploring and contributing 
to our multilingual expressions and
phrases

During activation periods, practicing 
translators, which included SBC mentees, 
Rashikin Rajah and Jayashree Panicker, spoke 
with visitors about their craft. Outside these 
sessions, visitors could explore the exhibit 
independently through detailed notes on 
translation choices.
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Thrust 3 

Boost visibility and 
embrace of Sing Lit

The programmes under this thrust include:

1. AFCC Circle

2. SBC Campus and Little Campus

3. Singapore Literature Prize (SLP)

4. The Writers Series

5. Busan International Children’s 
Book Fair 2024 

This thrust aims to recognise the 
excellence of Singapore writers through 
our awards, showcasing a diverse range 
of Sing Lit writers in the different genres 
and languages, and increasing outreach 
to the community and schools.



02.
SBC Campus and Little Campus

In FY2024, the Singapore Book Council (SBC) 
ran 80 programmes, including workshops, 
author talks, panel discussions, and storytelling 
sessions. These engagements reached more 
than 5,418 students across 28 schools and 
organisations.

SBC expanded its offerings to meet growing 
demand for customised and theme-based 
sessions. Programmes addressed topics such as 
racial harmony, environmental sustainability, 
and active citizenship, encouraging students 
to explore complex issues through literature 
and the perspectives of local authors.

Our bespoke author consultancy model, which 
blends mentorship with student-led content 
creation, gained traction for its flexible, 
learner-centred approach. In June 2024, the 
programme was piloted with Qihua Primary 
School, followed by a successful run at Cedar 
Girls’ Secondary School in March 2025, with a 
focus on Southeast Asian stories. Authors and 

01.
AFCC Translation Forum
Please see page 19 (write-up at Thrust 1).

illustrators such as Melanie Lee and Priscilla 
Tey served as mentors, bringing real-world 
publishing insights into the classroom.

With support from the Early Childhood 
Development Agency (ECDA), SBC also 
delivered professional development workshops 
for 48 preschool educators in December 
2024 and February 2025. Facilitated by Norlin 
Samat and Esther Eio, the sessions covered 
storytelling techniques, Sing Lit integration, and 
strategies for inclusive classroom engagement 
– strengthening SBC’s ties with the preschool 
community and boosting awareness of our 
Little Campus offerings.

Liew Jia Yi conducting“ I Pinky Promise You, ok?” 
Storytelling with puppets

Hwee Goh conducting the workshop “When I Grow Up, I 
Want to be a Bookstagrammer!”
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03.
Singapore Literature Prize(SLP)

Introduced in 1992, the Singapore Literature 
Prize (SLP) is the top literary award in Singapore, 
recognising outstanding published works in 
the genres of Creative Nonfiction, Poetry, and 
Fiction by Singaporean citizens and permanent 
residents in Chinese, English, Malay, and Tamil. 
For the 2024 edition, SLP introduced three 
new categories—Translation, Comics/Graphic 
Novel, and Best Debut—reflecting our evolving 
literary landscape and spotlighting emerging 
voices.

The 2024 theme, Mata Hati (“eye of the 
heart”), was inspired by Suratman Markasan’s 
legacy and encouraged writers to reflect on 
the unseen and write with compassion. 

The awards ceremony took place on 10 
September 2024 at Victoria Theatre, graced 
by President Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
as Guest-of-Honour. Eighteen awards were 
presented, including the SBC Achievement 
Award, posthumously conferred on literary 
pioneer Suratman Markasan and received 
by his daughter Dr Suriani Suratman. Other 
notable winners included Yong Shu Hoong 
(Poetry in English), Shubigi Rao (Creative 
Nonfiction in English), Farihan Bahron (Fiction in 
Malay), and Kanagalatha (Fiction in Tamil). At 
91, Peter Ellinger became the oldest recipient 
in SLP history, winning Best Debut in English for 
his memoir.

SBC Lifetime Achievement award, received by Dr Suriani 
Suratman. On the left is SBC Chairperson Claire Chiang. 
On the right is Dr Azhar Ibrahim

To deepen public engagement, SBC partnered 
with bookstores, publishers, and cultural 
institutions, including the Singapore Chinese 
Cultural Centre, Indian Heritage Centre, and 
Pesta Buku, to spotlight shortlisted writers and 
raise awareness of Sing Lit.

Building on the momentum of the 2024 edition, 
SBC will continue to leverage the recognition 
and prestige of the Singapore Literature Prize 
to raise awareness of Sing Lit and reinforce 
its role in championing multilingual literary 
excellence. Through sustained outreach, 
strategic partnerships, and targeted support 
for underrepresented voices, SBC remains 
committed to making a lasting impact on the 
literary community in Singapore and beyond.

(Left to Right) Tamil winners Mathikumar Thayumanavan 
(Poetry), Tamilselvi Rajarajan (Best Debut), Kanagalatha 
K (Fiction), Azhagunila (Creative Nonfiction)

SCAN QR code for 
SLP 2024 highlight reel
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SCAN QR code for 
SLP 2024 highlight reel

The Writers Series is a public programme that 
showcases Singaporean writers across the four 
national languages—Chinese, English, Malay, 
and Tamil—aimed at spotlighting literary voices 
and fostering deeper appreciation for Singapore 
literature (Sing Lit) across communities.

In 2024, the series was strategically aligned 
with the Singapore Literature Prize (SLP) to 
promote shortlisted works across all language 
categories. SBC partnered with community-
based organisations such as the Indian Heritage 
Centre, Pesta Buku, National Library Board (NLB), 
and the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre 
to present six events that brought writers and 
readers together in meaningful ways.

SBC participated in the 2024 Busan 
International Children’s Book Fair alongside 
the Singapore Book Publishers Association 
(SBPA), co-hosting a Singapore booth. 
With 193 organisations from 16 countries in 
attendance, the fair served as a valuable 
platform for international exchange and 
industry networking.

As South Korea is the Country of Focus for 
AFCC 2025, our presence at BICBF was a 
strategic step in strengthening partnerships 
and building momentum. We held 
productive discussions with key Korean 
organisations, including Nami Island Arts 
and Education, Inc. and the Hyundai 
Museum of Kids’ Books and Art, both 
of which are involved in our upcoming 
programming.

04.
The Writers Series

05.
Busan International 
Children’s Book Fair 2024

SLP Shortlisted writers doing readings at Singapore Chinese 
Cultural Centre (SCCC)

William Phuan and Fred Minn (Nami Island Arts & Education) 
at the Singapore booth

These collaborations helped us reach 
culturally and linguistically diverse audiences, 
broadening Sing Lit’s visibility and impact. 
Moving forward, SBC aims to design more 
cross-language events to encourage 
dialogue across communities and enrich 
Singapore’s multilingual literary ecosystem.
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The coming year brings a spirit of renewal 
and exciting possibilities for all at Singapore 
Book Council. We begin the new term with 
the inspiring transition of chairmanship from 
Ms Claire Chiang to Dr Tan Chee Lay, whose 
vision and energy will continue to drive us 
towards even greater heights.

Our flagship event, the Asian Festival of 
Children’s Content (AFCC), will shine a 
spotlight on South Korea as the Country of 
Focus, celebrating 50 years of diplomatic 
ties between Singapore and South Korea. 
This milestone year will feature vibrant 
programming and collaborative exchanges 
that build bridges across cultures and 
generations at AFCC.

In September, we will launch the inaugural 
Translation Day Singapore (TDSG), reflecting 
our commitment to promote literary 
translation and highlight its power to connect 
communities. At the same time, we are proud 
to introduce two new initiatives designed 

The Year Ahead
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to nurture writers writing in mother tongue 
languages: The SBC x MHF Malay Writers 
Residency, a partnership with the Malay 
Heritage Foundation that aims to open new 
doors for Malay-language authors, as well as 
我的第一本书 (My First Book), which will support 
the development of first-time published 
Chinese-language writers.

As we look ahead, our dedication to 
strengthening board governance and 
financial sustainability remains steadfast. 
We will continue enhancing our fundraising 
strategies and refining our processes to 
meet new opportunities with confidence. 
Together, we enter FY2025–26 with optimism, 
determined to foster literary excellence and 
build a thriving, inclusive reading culture for 
all.



Support SBC 
Singapore Book Council turns 56 this year and we need your help more than ever! We 
need your support to bring Singapore literature (Sing Lit) to even more communities 
to connect people and enrich our cultural ties.

Sing Lit gives us the opportunity to read 
diverse stories about home, and meet 
different characters whom we can relate 
to. Sing Lit offers us a window to glimpse 
into the lives of many communities, 
including the minority and often silent ones. 
Their stories and perspectives encourage 
us to learn about one another, fostering 
greater empathy and understanding in our 
multicultural, multilingual society.

As we open a new chapter in our journey, 
we rely on your generous support to help us 
continue advocating for Sing Lit, nurturing 
writers and cultivating a love for books 
and reading. Find out more about our 
programmes on our website bookcouncil.
sg.

Please consider making a donation to 
SBC so that we can keep growing and 
empowering the literary community for 
now and the future.

All qualifying donations will enjoy a 250% 
tax deduction. Cash donations will also be 
eligible for dollar-for-dollar matching from 
the Cultural Matching Fund (CMF), which 
means your donation doubles in value.
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