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Make a “Play” for AFCC 2023
14th edition to entice the senses at in-person festival

Illustration taken from Dếmèn phiêu lưu ký (Diary of a Cricket) written by
To Hoai, illustrated by Ta Huy Long.

SINGAPORE, 16 March 2023 — After three years of virtual and hybrid formats, the

Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC) returns to a fully in-person festival from 25

to 28 May 2023. The 14th edition will explore the theme ”Play!”, as it invites all

participants to celebrate the buoyancy and playfulness of children’s stories and

books through their five senses.
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The festival will feature over 100 Singapore and international writers, translators and

speakers. They include Rani Kanna (Singapore), Vizhiyan (Singapore), as well as Hans

Christian Andersen 2022 winner Marie-Aude Murail (France); writer/poet Nikki Grimes

(US); young adult (YA) fiction writer Hanna Alkaf (Malaysia); Xiran Jay Zhao

(Canada) and Lee Uk-bae (South Korea).

Local writers include children’s book authors-illustrators Josef Lee and Quek Hong

Shin; Samsung Kidstime Author’s Award winner Lianne Ong, and Singapore Book

Award 2019 winner Josephine Chia.

Thematic Programmes

Over four days at the National Library, they will take part in more than 70

programmes such as panel discussions, workshops, lectures and masterclasses. The

five categories of thematic programmes include:

● Play for All: To ensure that the arts is inclusive, AFCC will offer 30

complimentary passes to writers and artists with disabilities. The festival will also

introduce a number of accessibility features, like sign language interpretation.

A couple of sessions will also examine how to make books and the arts more

accessible.

● In Search of Words That Sing: AFCC continues its focus on translation and its

development in children’s books at the Translation Forum; as well as mother

tongue literacy and the power of poetry for the young.

● Colour My Senses: Illustrators will delve into the art of illustration and creating

picture books, while other creatives will explore the various modes of

storytelling across different mediums.
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● Savour Our Stories: These programmes look at how books and stories are used

to strengthen our socio-cultural fabric through promoting intergenerational

bonding, and the UN SDGs.

● A.I. Made Me Do It: AFCC casts a critical lens on how A.I., technology and

gamification are currently impacting writing and publishing.

Country of Focus: Vietnam

Participants will get the chance to meet the best of Vietnam’s children’s book writers

and illustrators at our Country of Focus (COF) showcase. AFCC has invited Vietnam

to be our COF this year, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the diplomatic ties

between the two countries.

The COF programmes will highlight the history of children’s literature in Vietnam and

publishing opportunities, as well as a special showcase of the best picture book

illustrations. To further promote cross-cultural understanding, five titles from each

country will be translated and distributed through reading initiatives to children.

These books will be launched at the COF Vietnam Night on 27 May.

AFCC Book Fair & BIG Exhibition

The public is invited to visit the AFCC Book Fair and Book Illustrators Gallery (BIG)

exhibition in the open atrium. Their five senses will be enticed at the book fair, where

they can snag the latest books and take part in more than 20 free public

programmes. They can also travel round the world through the illustrations at BIG

that showcase the most exciting artworks from over 10 countries.
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Early Bird Sales: 15% discount

Participants can enjoy a 15% discount off regular tickets during the early bird sales

promotion, which starts from 16 March to 30 April. Student and Senior Citizen

discounts are also available.

The regular Festival Pass tickets range from $80 (1-Day Pass) to $220 (4-Day Pass).

Participants can also buy tickets to individual sessions, which include workshops,

lectures and masterclasses. The prices range from $20 to $80.

The 4-Day Festival allows the participants to have access to more than 70 sessions, as

well as complimentary access to selected VOD sessions for three (3) months after

the festival.

Festival Information

Date: 25 – 28 May 2023

Venue: National Library Building

Tickets: afcc.com.sg/tickets

Website: afcc.com.sg

The full festival line-up and schedule will be available at the end of March.

Annex A: About Singapore Book Council and AFCC

Annex B: AFCC 2023 Programmes (Selected)

Annex C: AFCC 2023 Speakers’ Bios (Selected)

Annex D and E: AFCC 2023 Other Programmes and Speakers’ Bios
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For information on speakers and photos, please go to:

For media enquiries, please contact:

Cheyanne Sie | marketing@bookcouncil.sg | +65 6342 5119
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Annex A: About Singapore Book Council and AFCC

The Singapore Book Council (SBC) is an independent charity with IPC status.

Established in 1968 to support Singapore authors and literature, SBC aims to Build Our

Imagine-nation by developing creativity, imagination, original thought and

empathy.

Vision: International recognition for quality, diverse Singapore literature.

Mission: To develop, support and advocate a multicultural literary arts sector.

SBC is supported by the National Arts Council of Singapore under the Major

Company Scheme for the period from 2022 to 2024. For more information, please

visit www.bookcouncil.sg.

The Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC), organised by the Singapore Book

Council, is the leading festival in Asia focusing on literature. AFCC offers a series of

exciting panel discussions, workshops, lectures, masterclasses, and more events that

promote the creation and appreciation of quality children’s literature and YA with a

focus on Asian themes.

The 14th AFCC will run from 25-28 May, celebrating the theme “Play!”. For more

information, please visit www.afcc.com.sg.
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Annex B: AFCC 2023 Tamil Programmes

1. பய�மி�க வாசி��� தி�ட�க� : தமி�நா� எ�ப�� ெச�கிற�（Effective

Reading Initiative: How Tamil Nadu Does It）

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 1:00PM - 2:15PM

Speaker: Vizhiyan

இ�த அ�க�, தமி�நா��� நட�ப���ள ப�ேவ� வாசி��� தி�ட�கைள

ஆரா��. ப��ைளக� வா�நா� வாசக�களாக வள�வத�� இ�தி�ட�க�

ஊ�கமள��கி�றன. ெவ�றிகரமான தி�ட�க�, எதி�ெகா�ள�ப�ட

சவா�க� ப�றி��, இ�த உ�திகைள உ�க� வ��பைறய�� அ�ல�

வ ���� எ�வா� பய�ப��தலா� எ�ப� ப�றி�� ேம�� ெத���

ெகா���க�.

This session will explore the various reading initiatives in place in Tamil Nadu, that

encourages children to grow and develop into lifelong readers. Learn more about

the programmes that have been successful, the challenges encountered and how

you can potentially apply the strategies shared in your classroom or at home.

2. Having Fun with Languages: Learning Mother Tongue in Innovative Ways

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 1:30PM - 3;00PM

Speakers: Norlin Samat, Cassia Leong, & Ranni Kanna

Learn more about fun and innovative ways to learn mother tongue languages in this

session. Discover how to engage children in language learning to make it enjoyable

and effective. Get practical tips for unlocking the power of multilingualism in young

learners, whether you're a parent or educator. This programme will be in mother

tongue and English.
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Annex C: AFCC 2023 Tamil Speakers’ Bios

Vizhiyan (India)

வ�ழிய�ஒ� சமகால தமி� சிறா� எ��தாள�.இவ�

35 ��தக�க� ெவள�ய�����கிறா�.அேதா�,

230���அதிகமான சிறா� கைதகைள��

எ�தி��ளா�. சிறா� இல�கிய� பைட��கைள

எ��வேதா�, சிறா� க�வ�� �ைற, ப��ைளவள���

ஆகிய�ைறகள��� ெதாட��� ப�கா�றி வ�கிறா�.

இவ� ‘வாசி���கா�’ எ�� ��ைமயானவாசி���

பய�லர�ைக�� நட��கிறா�. கிராம��ற, நக���ற

சிறா�கள�ைடய��வாசி��� பழ�க�ைத

இ�பய�லர��வள��கிற�. த�ேபா�இவ� தமி�நா�

சிறா� எ��தாள�க�ம��� கைலஞ�க� ச�க�தி�

ெபா�� ெசயலாளராக� ெபா���வகி�கிறா�.

Vizhiyan is a contemporary Tamil children’s writer. He has

published 35 books and has written more than 230 stories for

children. Apart from working in children's literature, he has

been constantly contributing in the educational field and

parenting kids. He devised an innovative programme

'Vasippu Mugaam'- Reading Workshop, which propagates

reading habits among rural and urban children. He is

currently the General Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Children

Writers and Artists Association.
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