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Make a “Play” for AFCC 2023
14th edition to entice the senses at in-person festival

Illustration taken from Dếmèn phiêu lưu ký (Diary of a Cricket) written by
To Hoai, illustrated by Ta Huy Long.

SINGAPORE, 16 March 2023 — After three years of virtual and hybrid formats, the

Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC) returns to a fully in-person festival from 25

to 28 May 2023. The 14th edition will explore the theme ”Play!”, as it invites all

participants to celebrate the buoyancy and playfulness of children’s stories and

books through their five senses.
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The festival will feature over 100 Singapore and international writers, translators and

speakers. They include Hans Christian Andersen 2022 winner Marie-Aude Murail

(France); writer/poet Nikki Grimes (US); young adult (YA) fiction writer Hanna Alkaf

(Malaysia); Xiran Jay Zhao (Canada) and Lee Uk-bae (South Korea).

Local writers include children’s book authors-illustrators Josef Lee and Quek Hong

Shin; Samsung Kidstime Author’s Award winner Lianne Ong, and Singapore Book

Award 2019 winner Josephine Chia.

Thematic Programmes

Over four days at the National Library, they will take part in more than 70

programmes such as panel discussions, workshops, lectures and masterclasses. The

five categories of thematic programmes include:

● Play for All: To ensure that the arts is inclusive, AFCC will offer 30

complimentary passes to writers and artists with disabilities. The festival will also

introduce a number of accessibility features, like sign language interpretation.

A couple of sessions will also examine how to make books and the arts more

accessible.

● In Search of Words That Sing: AFCC continues its focus on translation and its

development in children’s books at the Translation Forum; as well as mother

tongue literacy and the power of poetry for the young.

● Colour My Senses: Illustrators will delve into the art of illustration and creating

picture books, while other creatives will explore the various modes of

storytelling across different mediums.

● Savour Our Stories: These programmes look at how books and stories are used

to strengthen our socio-cultural fabric through promoting intergenerational

bonding, and the UN SDGs.
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● A.I. Made Me Do It: AFCC casts a critical lens on how A.I., technology and

gamification are currently impacting writing and publishing.

Country of Focus: Vietnam

Participants will get the chance to meet the best of Vietnam’s children’s book writers

and illustrators at our Country of Focus (COF) showcase. AFCC has invited Vietnam

to be our COF this year, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the diplomatic ties

between the two countries.

The COF programmes will highlight the history of children’s literature in Vietnam and

publishing opportunities, as well as a special showcase of the best picture book

illustrations. To further promote cross-cultural understanding, five titles from each

country will be translated and distributed through reading initiatives to children.

These books will be launched at the COF Vietnam Night on 27 May.

AFCC Book Fair & BIG Exhibition

The public is invited to visit the AFCC Book Fair and Book Illustrators Gallery (BIG)

exhibition in the open atrium. Their five senses will be enticed at the book fair, where

they can snag the latest books and take part in more than 20 free public

programmes. They can also travel round the world through the illustrations at BIG

that showcase the most exciting artworks from over 10 countries.
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Early Bird Sales: 15% discount

Participants can enjoy a 15% discount off regular tickets during the early bird sales

promotion, which starts from 16 March to 30 April. Student and Senior Citizen

discounts are also available.

The regular Festival Pass tickets range from $80 (1-Day Pass) to $220 (4-Day Pass).

Participants can also buy tickets to individual sessions, which include workshops,

lectures and masterclasses. The prices range from $20 to $80.

The 4-Day Festival allows the participants to have access to more than 70 sessions, as

well as complimentary access to selected VOD sessions for three (3) months after

the festival.

Festival Information

Date: 25 – 28 May 2023

Venue: National Library Building

Tickets: afcc.com.sg/tickets

Website: afcc.com.sg

The full festival line-up and schedule will be available at the end of March.

Annex A: About Singapore Book Council and AFCC

Annex B: AFCC 2023 Programmes (Selected)

Annex C: AFCC 2023 Speakers’ Bios (Selected)
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For information on speakers and photos, please go to:

For media enquiries, please contact:

Cheyanne Sie | marketing@bookcouncil.sg | +65 6342 5119
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Annex A: About Singapore Book Council and AFCC

The Singapore Book Council (SBC) is an independent charity with IPC status.

Established in 1968 to support Singapore authors and literature, SBC aims to Build Our

Imagine-nation by developing creativity, imagination, original thought and

empathy.

Vision: International recognition for quality, diverse Singapore literature.

Mission: To develop, support and advocate a multicultural literary arts sector.

SBC is supported by the National Arts Council of Singapore under the Major

Company Scheme for the period from 2022 to 2024. For more information, please

visit www.bookcouncil.sg.

The Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC), organised by the Singapore Book

Council, is the leading festival in Asia focusing on literature. AFCC offers a series of

exciting panel discussions, workshops, lectures, masterclasses, and more events that

promote the creation and appreciation of quality children’s literature and YA with a

focus on Asian themes.

The 14th AFCC will run from 25-28 May, celebrating the theme “Play!”. For more

information, please visit www.afcc.com.sg.
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For information on speakers and photos, please go to:

Annex B: AFCC 2023 Programmes (Selected)

AFCC 2023 has five categories of thematic programmes:

● Play for All: Accessible and inclusive arts programmes

● In Search of Words That Sing: Programmes on translation, mother tongue and

poetry

● Colour My Senses: Illustration and storytelling sessions

● Savour Our Stories: Strengthening socio-cultural fabric through books and

stories

● A.I. Made Me Do it: Talks on A.I., technology and gamification

PLAY FOR ALL

1. Play for All: Making the Arts Accessible

Date and Time: 25 May 2023, 3:00PM - 4:15PM

Speakers: Claire Teo, Hidayah Amin, Quek Hong Shin

Join our panel of creators as they share insights and strategies on how to make

creative works more inclusive for diverse audiences. Discover new ways to create art

that connects with a wider audience and promotes inclusivity.
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2. Level Up: Making Learning Fun for Children with Dyslexia

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 11:00AM - 12:30PM

Speaker: Shaun Low

Many dyslexics may have had a slower start in literacy, but that does not mean they

can't do well in school. In this workshop, we'll demonstrate how we make learning

fun using tabletop games, and how parents and educators can continue to support

dyslexic students in school and at home.

3. Travelling with Brocolily

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 1:15PM - 2:15PM

Bring your passport, pack your bags and we're taking off to 3 countries with Brocolily!

Dip your toes into each country's nursery rhymes and meet some animals along the

way. Suitable for children ages 4 to 7. Get ready to sing, move and have a whale

of a time with us!

IN SEARCH OF WORDS THAT SING

1. Our Many Identities — Translator as Advocate and Bridge

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 9:00AM - 10:30AM

Speakers:阿甲 (Ajia), Hendarto Setiadi, Jiwone Lee

In this Translation Forum keynote, we highlight the multiple roles taken on by

translators beyond simply translating works. Our speakers will share their experiences

with the thrills and challenges of being involved in the publication process, as well as

their advocacy work.
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2. Having Fun with Languages: Learning Mother Tongue in Innovative Ways

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 1:30PM - 3;00PM

Speakers: Cassia Leong, Norlin Samat, Ranni Kanna

Learn more about fun and innovative ways to learn mother tongue languages in this

session. Discover how to engage children in language learning to make it enjoyable

and effective. Get practical tips for unlocking the power of multilingualism in young

learners, whether you're a parent or educator. This programme will be in mother

tongue and English.

3. Wow Play and The Power of Poetry

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 11:00AM - 12:30PM

Speaker: Nikki Grimes

In this workshop, award-winning poet Nikki Grimes shares the impact of poetry and

novels in verse, explores how verse can be used to entice even reluctant readers,

motivate them to write, and enhance the culture of the classroom. Attendees have

a chance to write using poetry prompts created by Grimes, which they can later use

with their own students.

COLOUR MY SENSES

1. Don't Be Afraid of the Funny

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 12:45PM - 2:00PM

Speakers: Matt Cosgrove, Oliver Phommanvanh

Is it fair to assume that humorous children's books lack substance? The panel

explores the perception that comedic books are less valuable than their serious

counterparts and showcases the benefits that come with them. Join us for a lively
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discussion on how humour can be a powerful tool for children's learning and

development.

2. Creating New Works in New Ways

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 3:15PM - 5:00PM

Speakers: Afiq Salam, Nazry Salam, Nur Khairiah

Be introduced to a new storytelling universe where the worlds of comics and novels

collide! Join fellow nomik creators as they discuss the potential of this innovative form

of literature and its positive impact on the literary and creative industries. Hear from

our panelists as they explore the opportunities and share their hopes for the future of

nomik.

3. Adaptations Alley: From Mr Midnight to MISI to Knietzsche

Date and Time: 25 May 2023, 1:15PM - 2:30PM

Speakers: Afiq Salam, Anja von Kampen, Nazry Salam, Teh Su Ching

In this session, join our panelists as they take you on a journey through the world of

adaptations in children's literature. From the iconic Mr. Midnight series to the MISI

series to the popular German children's character Knietzsche, our panelists will delve

into the art of adapting stories for different formats and audiences.

SAVOUR OUR STORIES

1.GOAL#14: Reflections on imaginative storytelling to promote ocean conservation

Date and Time: 26 May 2023, 9:00AM - 10:00AM

Speaker: Claire Stuckey

Using selected Australian picture books that employ very different visual and textual

narratives, join Claire Stuckey as she shares the SDG 14 message through
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imaginative storytelling. The session shares engaging techniques that provoke

thoughtful discussion and understanding of the effects of pollution to our oceans.

2. Helping Kids Deal with Anxiety After the Pandemic

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 9:00AM - 10:15AM

Speakers: Ashley Chew, Jane De Suza, Oliver Phommavanh

What is the impact of the COVID pandemic on children's literature? How did

children's authors and their young audiences cope with it and continue to do so?

This panel explores the importance of reading about the pandemic to children and

how it can encourage young readers to deal with issues surrounding difficult and

challenging times.

3. The Toad Who Brought The Rain

Date and Time: TBC

Facilitator: Jeffrey Tan

In this intergenerational programme devised by Jeffrey Tan, seniors and children will

come together to bring to life the Vietnamese folktale, ‘Toad is the Uncle of

Heaven’.

A.I MADE ME DO IT

1. The Chatbot Made Me Do It

Date and Time: 28 May 2023, 10:45AM - 12:00PM

Speakers: Erika Turner, Peter Schoppert

The rapid transformation brought by AI has changed the way we create and

generate content, including in the publishing industry. With its growing impact on

publishing, AI is altering the landscape of this field. As AI intersects with publishing,
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the impact on creativity, quality, and accessibility becomes a crucial question to

consider.

2. Play with A.I. Writing Tools

Date and Time: 25 May 2023, 11:00AM - 12:00PM

Speaker: Christine Chong

Join Tusitala in exploring the future of writing where art meets tech! In this one-hour

workshop, learn the basics of AI technologies like NLP, language generation, and

sentiment analysis and discover how AI has been used in innovative literary projects.

Bring your laptops and try popular AI writing tools that make creative writing easier.

This workshop is for writers, publishers, and anyone interested in AI's potential and

pitfalls.

LECTURES

1. Ordinary Hazards: My Journey With Words

Date and Time: 27 May 2023, 1:15PM to 2:45PM

Speaker: Nikki Grimes

"My life with notebooks/began with this/a poem here/an observation there/a rage

of red ink–/each sheet of white/a paper haven..." In this session, Grimes shares

excerpts of Ordinary Hazards: A Memoir, as she weaves the story of a writing life that

began with a simple love of language and the accidental discovery that writing

poetry could—and still does—help her make sense of the world.

There will be two other lectures by Hanna Alkaf and Marie-Aude Murail.
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