NBDCS

The Book Council

Author: Cyril Wong

Title: unmarked treasure (Poetry)

Cyril Wong is the winner of the National Arts Council’s Young

Artist Award for Literature in 2005. He is the author of five poetry

collections and was featured at the Edinburgh International Book

Festival and the Hong Kong International Literary Festival, Cyril's

words have been set to dance, film, drama and music; these

collaborations have been presented in Hong Kong, Australia,
France, Malaysia, Indonesia and the States. His poems have internationally appeared in Atlanta
Review, Poetry International, The Cortland Review, among others. He will also be featured in
the upcoming W.W. Norton & Co. anthology, Contemporary Voices from the East (2007).

Synopsis of unmarked treasure:

Cyril Wong's evocative and sensual poems unravel the
disappointments and promises of childhood and family, in a
language that is pure rapture and untainted by bitterness.
These poems continue to pulsate long after the lights have
gone out. There is also a sequence of poems about a series of
photographs that exist only in the poet’s mind, relating to
themes of emotional loss and recovery. unmarked treasure
sculpts a space for the reader to think, baffle over and
be elated.




NBDCS

The Book Council

Author: Aaron Sahhril Yusoff Maniam

Title: Morning at Memory’s Border (Poetry)

Aaron Sahhril Yusoff Maniam has been mentored by poets such as
Ho Poh Fun (1994) and Lee Tzu Pheng (1996) under the auspices of
the Creative Arts Programme (CAP). He attended the Austin
International Poetry Festival in 2004. Morning at Memory's Border,
his first collection of poetry, was published in 2005. Aaron's work
has also appeared in the online poetry journal Stylus, Singapore
youth anthologies First Words and onewinged, as well as the CAP's Eye on the World series.

-

Synopsis of Morning at Memory's Border

Morning-at-Memory's-Border is about chronicling - stamping
ownership on the past, recognising its shaping of the present
and influence on the future. One important path to this - asin
the title - is to territorialise Memory, to give it borders and a
semblance of physical substance.

'Mornings' is a percolation of nascent schoolboy thoughts,
not completely understood then,

'Memories' broadens the focus from the individual to what is
variously called community, society or nation.

'Borders’ situates the self within a broader global identity.
Globalisation can sometimes breed rootlessness, but these poems
explore the self-in-the-world, finding synergy and confluence.




NBDCS

The Book Council

Author: Yong Shu Hoong

Title: Frottage (Poetry)

Yong Shu Hoong has published three books of poetry: Isaac (1997),
dowhile (2002) and Frottage (2005). He has also written for
publications like The Straits Times and South China Morning Post.
He regularly participates in literary festivals in Malaysia, Hong
Kong, Australia and the US as well as organise monthly subTEXT
readings at the Central Lending Library.

Synopsis of Frottage:

Frottage: A technique for creating designs by using pencil or
charcoal to rub over paper placed against a surface. In his
third book, Yong Shu Hoong lets the edge of poetry mark his
personalised impressions of Australia. But do not expect a
collection that seeks to challenge a long-time resident’s
familiarity with the terrain, local cultures and colloquial
speech. His are etchings borne from an outsider’s clarity of
observation and oftentimes reflections sparked by a traveller’s
vague notions and remembrance. As exploration deepens, it
becomes clear that Australia connects back to him and his
homeland of Singapore in more ways than one.




NBDCS

The Book Council

Author: Chia Joo Ming ( H#E )

Title: ( BRI EM® ) (Short stories)

Chia Joo Ming’s literary talent is widely acknowledged. The current
Deputy Director of LianHe ZaoBao had received the Golden

| }_
1 Lion Literary Award several times. He was presented with
i i the Young Artist Award in 1993 and in 1995, was invited to
" ' participate in the International Writing Project.

Synopsis of (EMFEFEEK) :

This selection features 3 compositions of Chia Joo Ming. He
experiments with novel structures and techniques, crafting
narratives that are a refreshing exercise in creativity. These
works present images of life in a fast-paced, modern society,
exploring the different facets of Chinese migration to South
East Asia. The emotional interaction and attachment of
peoples in the early Twentieth Century are illuminated via
this fascinating collection.




NBDCS

The Book Council

Author: Denon Lim Denan ( ##84§ )

Title: ( ZHiF ) (Poetry)

Denon Lim Denan started writing in his youth. From 1984 — 1994,
he was the news editor for Lian He Zao Bao. Because his work
commitments did not leave him with too much time on his hands;
he stopped writing temporarily. In 2001, he won the second Prize
for the Golden Pen Awards. He won the first prize in 2003,

Synopsis of ¢ FFRF) :

This collection is a poignant reminder of the conflict between
dream and reality. Using the surrealistic setting and poetic
license of the dream, Denan presents our insignificance, our
deepest desires as well as well as the love inherent in the
ostensibly barren landscape of modern times. The language is
simply but stark, conveying effectively the profundity and
beauty which might grace even the mundane chores of
everyday life,


































